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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON JAIN MATHEMATICS AND COSMOLOGY 
November 20-24, 1983 
The Digamber Jain Institute of Cosmographic Research, Has- 
tinapur (Meerut), in conjunction with Meerut University (Meerut, 
India), has organized the third Indian and the first International 
Seminar on Jain Mathematics and Cosmology, to be held in November 
1983. 
Born in 1934, Aryikaratna Sri Gyanmati Ji was admitted to 
the Digamber Jain order of ascetics in 1953. Besides practising 
the austerities and rules prescribed in the Jain scriptures (such 
as touring the country on foot, studying Jain scriptures intensely, 
and observing strict discipline according to Jain traditions), 
she has written about one hundred original books on various aspects 
of Jainism including unique translations of Jain scriptures. It 
is remarkable that she is the first woman ascetic among the long 
lineage of Jain ascetics who have contributed to Jainology to such 
an extent. It was in the year 1972 that under her inspiration and 
guidance some leading Jains of India founded the Digamber Jain In- 
stitute of Cosmographic Research at Hastinapur, a town closely asso- 
ciated with ancient Indian history and some of the Tirthankars, 
about 100 km north of Delhi. One of the objectives of the Insti- 
tute is to throw further light on the scientific aspects of Jain 
religion and philosophy with special emphasis on Karnsnuyoga 
(Ganitanuyoga), one of the four divisions of literature on Jain- 
ism, dealing inter alia with Jain cosmology, Jain geography, and 
Jain mathematics in the context of the evolution of the soul from 
the lowest to the highest levels of spiritual enlightenment. To 
achieve this objective, the first step taken was the implementation 
of a multipurpose scheme of constructing to scale a model of Jam- 
bEdvipa according to details given in the Jain scriptures. Under 
this project, covering an area of about one acre, many stages of 
construction have been carried out and the final stage is expected 
to be completed by the end of the year 1984. 
The Karnanuyoga section of Jain literature presents a pene- 
trating analysis of the Karma philosophy on an integrated basis. 
The Institute has accordingly brought together scholars in these 
subjects for exchange of ideas and dissemination of Jain philos- 
ophy i two seminars-- one at Hastinapur in 1981, the other at Delhi 
in 1982--were organized with the purpose of bringing out similar- 
ities and dissimilarities in descriptions of Jambcdvipa as given 
in various Jain as well as non-Jain religious literatures. In 
the seminar at Hastinapur 16 papers were read. The seminar at 
Delhi was inaugurated by Sri Rajiv Gandhi M. P. (General Secretary, 
A.I.C.C.). In this seminar many scholars from various universities 
as well as from other Research Institutes participated; 33 papers 
were presented and 10 invited lectures were delivered. 
The Institute also started a moving model of Jambudvipa called 
"Jambudvipa Gyzn Jyoti" which was inaugurated by Smt. Indira Gandhi, 
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Prime Minister of India, on June 4, 1982, together with an aus- 
picious ceremony at the Red Fort ground, Delhi. This step has 
served, beyond expectation, the purpose of arousing interest in 
Jainism, its teachings, and other special features through dis- 
tribution of publications and pamphlets, while promoting as well 
a comparative study of Jambfidvipa and other religions. 
Among renowned Indian mathematicians, Digamber Jain saint 
Sri Mahaviracarya (about 850 A.D.) stands out most conspicuously. 
He was a contemporary of the famous Ra$rakuta King AmoghavarGa 
who ruled over Mznyakheta (a part of Karnataka) during 817-870 
A.D. His principal work, known as Ganitasar Samgrha, has been 
widely acclaimed as an outstanding original contribution to an- 
cient Indian mathematics. In this work he pointed to the Jaina 
Agams as an indispensable source of mathematical knowledge. In 
collaboration with the Meerut University, Meerut, the Institute 
now proposes to organize a homage to this profound mathematician 
Mahaviracarya and his work. To this end, the Institute is holding 
an "International Seminar on Jain Mathematics and Cosmology" from 
November 20 to 24, 1983, at Hastinapur. Arrangements for lodging 
and boarding of the participants and delegates will be made. The 
Institute and the University welcome in particular delegates to 
the conference who are interested in taking part in the delibera- 
tions. 
The following provides a tentative list of topics for dis- 
cussions at the seminar. 
Topics for Discussion: 
1. Life and time of MahZvirZcEirya; 2. Unknown contributions of 
MahZvirZcZrya; 3. Mah&ir%$irya and his work in the light of 
predecessors; 4. Mahavir%%zya and his works in the light of 
successors; 5. Peculiarities of the works of Mahaviracarya; 
6. Sridhar (SridharacZirya) and his life; 7. The Jaina school of 
mathematics; 8. Sa$khag@igama text and its commentaries in light 
of mathematics; 9. Gommattasar text and its commentaries in light 
of mathematics; 10. Mathematics of TiloyapaQQatti; 11. Mathema- 
tics of Triloksar; 12. Mathematical contributions of Todarmalla; 
13. Jain mathematical works; 14. Some unknown Jain mathemati- 
cians; 15. Jain mathematical works in Kannada; 16. Jain mathe- 
matical works in Tamil; 17. Jain mathematical works in Marathi; 
18. Jain mathematical works in Gujarati; 19. Jain mathematical 
works in Rajasthani; 20. Jain mathematical works in foreign 
languages; 21. Development of mathematical symbolism in ancient 
Jain literature; 22. Development of theory of series in Jain 
literature; 23. Development of combination and permutation in 
Jain literature; 24. Development of Geometry in Jain literature; 
25. Development of number theory in Jain literature; 26. The 
infinite in Jain literature; 27. Yojan and Rajju in Jain litera- 
ture; 28. Influence of Jaina school of mathematics on Chinese 
school of mathematics; 29. Influence of Jaina school of mathe- 
matics on Greek school of mathematics; 30. Other topics related 
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to Jain school of mathematics; 31. Mathematics in Jain geograph- 
ical texts; 32. Mathematical aspects of Jambcdvipa; 33. Jumbiid- 
vipa in light of modern contexts; 34. Construction of cosmos; 
35. Dimensions of Bharat Khetra; 36. Dimensions of Arya Khanda; 
37. Expansion of Middle Span; 38. Expansion of Upper Span; 
39. Existence of human life on the earth; 40. Lauana Samudra 
and its details; 41. Distance of Sumeru from India and its sig- 
nificance. 
Anyone interested in details concerning the Seminar should 
write to Anupam Jain, Organising Secretary, International Seminar 
on Jain Mathematics and Cosmology, Digamber Jain Institute of 
Cosmographic Research, Hastinapur (Meerut), Pin-250-404-INDIA. 
